The Bloody
the Duke's knowledge or privacy," and that when Coleman
told the Duke about it, he was angry. However, in this
letter the Duke is made to approve of all that is going on and
to applaud the exertions of Father Ferricr and Sir William
Throckmorton, and " Coleman, one of my family, In whom I
have the greatest confidence." It Is possible to believe that
the Duke knew nothing of his confidential secretary's letters,
but it is stretching credulity beyond reasonable limits*
The last document that was read convinced not only the
jury, but the world at large, of the serious nature of the
conspiracy in their midst. The Attorney-General did not
put it too strongly when he said, " If we had proved nothing
by witnesses, or not read anything but this, this one letter
is sufficient to maintain the charge against the prisoner/*
It was written to Pere de la Chaise, and enclosed a cypher
for use in further correspondence. Moreover, Colemaa
wrote that " When anything occurs of more concern, other
than which may not be fit to be trusted even to a cypher
alone, I will, to make such a thing more secure, write ia
lemon between the lines of a letter, which shall leave nothing
in it visible but what I care not who sees, but dried by a
warm fire shall discover what is written/5
This method was only to be used on special occasions,
and when used a hint would be given ** by concluding my
visible letter with something of fire or burning, by which
mark you may please to know that there is something
underneath." What was the matter to be communicated
that was too dangerous to write, too secret to be entrusted
to cypher, and was only to be discovered by Pcre de la
Chaise himself ? If the jury concluded that It was a
reference to the murder of the King, they cannot be blamed*
For it was certainly something much more shocking
than thfe introduction of Popery and the destruction of
Protestantism and the subversion of the Constitution.
These matters were openly written about In a boastful
and arrogant spirit grossly insulting to the English jury*
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